
 

 

Curriculum 

Prof. Avv. Paolo Cancelli is an Italian jurist, lawyer, university professor, and pontifical academic with 

extensive experience in both academic and institutional contexts. His career is distinguished by a 

profound commitment to legal research, human rights advocacy, and fostering intercultural dialogue 

through education and diplomacy. 

Educational Background and Specializations 

In May 2005, Prof. Cancelli graduated in Law from the University “La Sapienza” of Rome. In June 

2007, he obtained the title of Specialist at the Biennial School of Specialization for Legal Professions at 

La Sapienza, and in October 2008, he earned a second degree in Public Administration Science from 

the University of Tuscia, Viterbo. Subsequently, he won a scholarship to attend a second-level Master's 

in Public Economics. His passion for studying and addressing legal and social issues related to minors 

and the most vulnerable led him, in October 2012, to obtain a Specialization in Law and Protection of 

Minors from the Pontifical Lateran University, Vatican City. In October 2013, he earned a third 

specialization in Criminology, Investigative Sciences, and Security, and in October 2015, a fourth 

university qualification with a second-level Master's in Organization, Management, and Innovation of 

Public Administration. 

Research and Academic Contributions 

Prof. Cancelli's research interests span Administrative and Comparative Law, Technology Law, Integral 

Ecology, Criminal Policy Analysis, Legal Education, and Citizenship. He has coordinated institutional 

research groups on human rights and universal dignity, contributing to innovative academic discourse. 

In his role as a university professor, he has developed advanced academic curricula, integrating 

interdisciplinary approaches and promoting critical analysis. His teaching philosophy emphasizes a 



combination of theoretical rigor and practical application, particularly in the context of public 

administration and legal studies. 

Professional and Administrative Experience 

An expert in the administrative and educational sector, Prof. Cancelli has specialized in drafting 

technical-legal-administrative and socio-economic texts, which have been utilized in institutional 

contexts to support macroeconomic scenario analysis and decision-making. As a public official, he 

served at the Regional Council of Lazio and Formez PA, gaining specific expertise in regional policy 

management, State-Region Conferences, and intergovernmental relations. Appointed Pontifical Official 

and Director of the Observatory for Data Analysis and Elaboration, he synthesized internal and 

international regulatory texts and developed guidelines for both Italian and Vatican judicial measures. 

His consultancy work for numerous European projects includes technical observation and legal analysis 

of the Digital Administration Code, as well as supporting public administration networks in problem-

solving and regulatory adaptation. 

International and Diplomatic Engagement 

Prof. Cancelli has cultivated extensive academic relations with Spanish-speaking countries 

diplomatically connected to the Holy See, fostering comparative law studies, seminars, and public 

conferences. His diplomatic engagement reflects a commitment to building academic networks and 

promoting intercultural dialogue. His leadership as Director of the Scientific and Cultural Department 

of the National Mediterranean Team, along with his role as President of the 'Relations with Azzurri, 

Diplomacy, and Sport' Commission, highlights his dedication to linking education, diplomacy, and 

cultural exchange. 

Honors and Recognition 

Prof. Cancelli has received prestigious honors, including the title of Knight of the Order of Merit from 

the Italian Republic and the Cross of Merit Melitense from the Sovereign Order of Malta. His academic 

and professional trajectory reflects a sustained commitment to justice, human dignity, and the 

promotion of social responsibility through legal and educational initiatives. 

Research Area 

The culture of dialogue as a path, common collaboration as conduct, and mutual knowledge as 

method and criterion 



The research interests focus on contemporary issues of great relevance, intertwining philosophy, law, 

public policy analysis, cultural diplomacy, and the ecological and digital transition. The approach 

emphasizes active commitment to promoting intercultural and interuniversity dialogue, aiming to 

enhance international collaboration and the cross-pollination of knowledge. 

Science Diplomacy as a Catalyst for Societal Transformation 

The research framework embraces the principles of science diplomacy, understood in its three 

interrelated dimensions: 

 Diplomacy for Science: Facilitating international scientific collaboration through diplomatic 

actions, including negotiating research and development agreements, establishing academic and 

research exchange programs, and creating international research infrastructures. This dimension 

aims to foster scientific progress by leveraging diplomatic strategies to enhance global 

cooperation. 

 Science for Diplomacy: Utilizing science as a soft power tool to advance diplomatic 

objectives. This involves building bridges between nations and cultivating goodwill that serves 

as the foundation for robust diplomatic relations. By promoting shared scientific endeavors, 

this approach contributes to establishing resilient networks among global communities. 

 Science in Diplomacy: Directly supporting diplomatic processes through scientific expertise. 

This includes providing evidence-based advice to inform foreign and security policy decisions, 

thus ensuring that diplomatic actions are grounded in rigorous scientific understanding. 

 Analyzing the transformation of legal institutions based on the intersections between hard 

sciences and the normative frameworks of social sciences. The integral ecology paradigm offers 

a new lens for interpreting legal realities, allowing for innovative codifications rooted in the 

relationship between humanity and nature. Initiating a multidisciplinary reflection on the most 

complex challenges of current AI law and on yet-to-be-codified normative proposals, this 

research fosters a transdisciplinary dialogue with consolidated jurisprudence. 

 Building an integral legal reasoning framework involves developing tools to assess 

intersections with other disciplines, particularly addressing the difficulties encountered by jurists 

when interpreting new cases shaped by rapid technological, biotechnological, and ecological 

advancements. Exploring rapidly evolving legal thought enables the identification of potential 

normative gaps, antinomies, comparative legal insights, and jurisprudential and doctrinal 

interpretations. Particular attention is given to the dialogue between forensic sciences, with a 

focus on the contributions of comparative constitutional law in legislative contexts and policy 

formulation concerning the emergent law of integral intelligence. 



 Diplomacy of Cultures and Ontological Dignity. A dynamic vision of transition, conceived 

as a comprehensive movement toward a new pan-human paradigm rooted in the ontological 

dignity of the human being as an active participant in our common home. This research-action 

path seeks to reaffirm existing commitments, including the Sustainable Development Goals and 

the United Nations Charter, while envisioning an economy revitalized through a multilateral 

system committed to co-creating common good perspectives. The symphony of diversities 

serves as an ideal setting to foster humility—an essential soft skill for policymakers—

transforming current challenges into opportunities. This vision redefines power as service, 

emphasizing a convergence of knowledge and vocations. Multilateralism, viewed as both an 

operational and ideal instrument for serving all peoples worldwide, should embody the concept 

of cosmic fraternity, transcending political citizenship boundaries. It facilitates a process based 

on reciprocal listening, empathetic and transdisciplinary analysis of collected data, and the 

formulation of global policy lines inspired by a shared and forward-looking utopia. 

 Integral Intelligence Reflecting on integral intelligence means recognizing the human capacity 

to interpret not only structured data but also profound silences. This notion transcends mere 

data processing, encompassing the ability to discern nuances and the depth of human 

experience. While artificial intelligence excels at analyzing vast datasets, it lacks the capacity to 

perceive the profound implications of silence or the emotional nuances of the unspoken—

elements integral to human experience. Integral intelligence embodies the concept of intus legere, 

meaning "to read within," enabling a comprehension of both explicit content and the subtle 

complexities of human and environmental interactions. The ability to interpret silence 

represents a fundamental aspect of human intelligence that AI cannot replicate. Silence, in 

interpersonal communication, can signify reflection, respect, discomfort, or agreement. Human 

intelligence uniquely captures these hidden meanings, vital for authentic understanding and 

forming meaningful emotional connections. 

 


